Reporting Diagnostic Artifacts

Whether just hiking around the park, or visiting our stewarded sites we often find unusual artifacts and wonder….should I report this to Hayley? Hayley has created a list of those artifacts for which she wants information to help with this question. This allows her to update the archaeological record if appropriate.  The artifacts listed below are those that should be photographed and have GPS points taken.  Please try to photograph on a neutral background, top, bottom and side view, with a scale if available. 

1. 

2. Painted/Incised Pottery
3. Projectile Points
4. Shell Objects
5. Beads
6. Pendants
7. Ceramic Items - Pendants, game pieces, pipe fragments and intact ollas and bowls – but not small fragments of ollas/bowls.


8. Effigies (usually ceramic and soapstone)
9. Soapstone Objects
10. Arrow Straighteners
11. Rim Sherds over 6cm
12. Wonderstone/Obsidian (If a site has a lot of obsidian or wonderstone, we don’t need to know where every piece is, but we do need to know if a site has these types of material present).


A note about Manos/Pottery Sherds - We do not need a photo of every mano/pestle. Some sites have 20+. We do like to know presence/absence from sites, so for example if the site has no manos on the site record or reported before and you find one. If the site has no pottery and you find a sherd, etc. It will help us understand that a different activity or action was taking place at the site than was previously thought.

Submit new findings via email
Complete a Photograph Record form
Rename photographs with Photo number and short description
Attach to separate email and send to Hayley.Elsken@parks.ca.gov  and
  Pat Downing pdsnewmail@gmail.com  
Email Subject Line – Diagnostic Artifact – Trinomial (if known)  
